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Operation Rainmaker Uncovers 
130 Million in Tax Fraud 


• Putting the Brakes on Red Light Runners 

• Operation Summer Heat Success 

• New Memorial Garden and Hallway of Heroes 












































IV ' 


LETTERS FROM THE TOP 



"I want every Tampa 
Police officer to feel the 
support of City Hall when 
you're out catching bad 
guys, conducting a 
complicated investigation 
or helping a citizen 
in distress." 


A Message from Mayor Bob Buckhorn 

Congratulations on a great year of service to our citizens! That's not a compliment from 
the bleacher seats. As many officers have already discovered, I believe in being a hands on 
Mayor. I want to know what you're up against out on the streets every day so I can work to 
make sure you have what's needed to get the job done. I want every Tampa Police officer 
to feel the support of City Hall when you're out catching bad guys, conducting a complicated 
investigation or helping a citizen in distress. I admire your commitment to this city and our 
citizens. You have an outstanding track record and I am doing everything in my power as your 
Mayor to keep that trend going. So don't be surprised to see me at your crime scene. We're 
in this together! 

I was truly impressed with the operation the Fugitive Apprehension Unit launched to 
track down the most serious offenders in our community. It was a privilege to ride along as 
the Fugitive Apprehension Unit, U.S. Marshals Task Force and ROC officers hit the streets 
for Operation Summer Heat. You sent a loud and clear message to the criminal element — 
if they commit a crime in our city, they will pay for it. A sense of security is a basic right and 
a cornerstone for the future growth and development of any major city. You could not be 
doing a better job of giving our citizens a safe place to call home. Thank you for all you do. 

I look forward to serving beside you in 2012. May God bless you and your family in 
the New Year. 

Your Mayor, 


Bob Buckhorn 
Your Mayor 




The Mission of the Tampa Police Department is to Reduce Crime and Enhance 
the Quality of Life Through a Cooperative Partnership with all Citizens. 
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"We were the first 
agency in the U.S. to 
overcome the seemingly 
endless obstacles to 
crack down on the 
"drop" scam. It has 
already cost Tampa 
taxpayers hundreds of 
millions in fraud and 
our agency was the 
first to put together a 
large-scale initiative 
to deal with this 
problem." 



Message from the Chief 

As 2011 draws to a close, I look back on a year packed with impressive accomplish¬ 
ments. Each year, you find innovative ways to stay ahead of the crime trends. I don't 
believe there is another department that has continually surpassed state and national 
crime reduction standards. Thank you for working so hard every day to carry out our 
mission. You are making Tampa a better place to call home. 

There are so many aspects of our department that make it a great organization — 
from the solid cases you build for court, to the ways you go above and beyond to help our 
citizens. Most recently, a group of officers worked with the United States Secret Service 
and the Hillsborough County Sheriffs Office to break new ground on a form of fraud that is 
undoubtedly rampant across our country. We were the first agency in the U.S. to overcome 
the seemingly endless obstacles to crack down on the "drop" scam. It has already cost 
Tampa taxpayers hundreds of millions in fraud and our agency, with the U.S. Secret Service, 
led the only large-scale initiative to deal with this problem. Every day, district officers and 
detectives worked at a break-neck speed to combat the big four crimes, while Narcotic 
detectives made tremendous strides controlling the pill mill epidemic and homicide built 
the fourth murder charge against Dontae Morris. 

I'm proud of the way our officers continually rally to support each other, the families 
of our fallen officers and our community. A group of officers and civilian employees unveiled 
a new fallen officers' memorial in the front of our downtown headquarters this year. The 
new marble wall, with the thin blue line, lights the night sky to show our commitment to 
remembering those who gave their lives in the line of duty. District III officers honored the 
memories of Jeff Kocab and Dave Curtis with the Hallway of Heroes along with a poignant 
memorial garden. 

Our new Mayor has been at our side for every major and minor event since he took 
the oath of office earlier this year. His goal to target Tampa's most violent offenders prompt¬ 
ed the department's largest ever warrant round up. Mayor Buckhorn even threw on a vest 
to join our officers as they rounded up 156 wanted felons and cleared almost 200 warrants 
in just four days. Mayor Bob Buckhorn is also helping the police department find new ways 
to reach our citizens. You can now check us out on Facebook, YouTube or join us for an 
online town hall meeting. 

Our citizens have always been a key to our success and it seems that our partnership 
just gets better every day. We cannot thank them enough for their commitment to working 
along side us to keep our city safe. I would also like you to join me in extending a warm 
welcome to our new friends from our first Hispanic luncheon, our 2011 Citizen Academy 
graduates and all those who attended our series of open houses this year! 

I am proud of how all of you are continuously reaching out to our citizens. I was 
touched, but not surprised, when I heard about squad 207 pitching in to buy 11-year-old 
Royale McCoy Green a new scooter when two bullies beat him up and stole his Razor. This 
squad, like each of you, is called to deal with the most dangerous element of society, but 
you never lose sight of the fact that we are here to serve and protect those who cannot 
help themselves. 

Thank you all for a great 2011! lam proud to serve along side each of you. I wish you 
and your families a happy and safe 2012. 



Cj)> V- 

Castor 
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Officers Explode into 
Action to Thwart 
Student's Violent 

- By Laura McElroy 

It started as a tip, but ended 
with a team of Tampa Police 
officers preventing a catastrophic 
event at a Tampa high school. 

The tip came into the 911 Center 
the week before the new school 
year started. The caller said an 
expelled Freedom High School 
student was planning to set off 
homemade bombs on the first 
day of classes to kill school 
administrators and students. 

Very quickly, officers identified 
the suspect and unraveled a 
detailed plot to carry out the 
violence. A search of the stu¬ 
dent's home yielded disturbing 
results; materials used to con¬ 
struct pipe bombs, including a 
fuel source, shrapnel, plastic 
tubing, timing and fusing devices. 
Members of the Tampa Police 
Department's Regional Bomb 


Team determined the quantity 
of materials seized was capable 
of taking multiple lives. The 
suspect wrote in a journal that 
he wanted to "take more lives 
than Columbine." The journal 
contained a minute-by-minute 
plan of carrying out the attack. 

It also included schematic 
drawings of rooms inside 
Freedom High School and 
more disturbing statements 
about his intent to kill. Since 
his arrest, the State Attorney's 
Office has decided to charge 
the suspect as an adult. 

The Hillsborough County 
School Board, Tampa City 
Council and the Tampa Police 
Department have all honored 
the team of officers for acting 
quickly to thwart a potentially 
deadly attack. 





Thinking about running that red light? 
You may want to think again. Not only can 
you get a ticket, but it can also cause a 
deadly crash. Mayor Bob Buckhorn and 
the Tampa Police Department have a new 
picture perfect plan in place aimed at 
reducing red-light violations and therefore 
saving lives. It involves high-tech intersec¬ 
tion safety cameras that are triggered when 
drivers don't stop on red. Drivers that are 
caught on the cameras going full speed 
through a red-light can expect to receive a 
ticket in the mail. 

The City's goal is to educate drivers 
and encourage them to think twice when 
the light turns red, so that the citations 
won't be necessary. Mayor Buckhorn 
launched the Stop on Red Tampa cam¬ 
paign with a series of radio and television 


public service announcements, billboards 
and brochures that show the tragic conse¬ 
quences of running a red light. The exten¬ 
sive educational push included a 30-day 
warning period where drivers were mailed 
a warning instead of a $158 ticket. The City 
hopes that the combination of PSA's and 
warnings will change driving patterns and 
save lives. 

Tampa joins more than 70 communi¬ 
ties across Florida that are using digital 
technology to create safer roads and driv¬ 
ing habits. The City has installed intersec¬ 
tion safety cameras at 23 locations that are 
prone to crashes caused by red light viola¬ 
tions. To learn more about what you as a 
driver can do to prevent these crashes, visit 
www.tampagov.net/StopOnRed. The life 
you save could be your own. 


So How Does It All Work? 

The cameras are activated when sensors 
detect motion after the traffic signal turns red. 

They capture images of the vehicle and 
the illuminated red light before the car goes 
through the intersection and another when it's 
in the middle of the street while the light is still 
red. Only the vehicle and the license plate are 
photographed-not the occupants inside the car. 

A third-party team of trained technicians 
carefully reviews the images to confirm whether 
or not a violation occurred. 

Confirmed violations are sent to the Tampa 
Police Department for an intensive final review. 
Police officers double check the data to ensure 
the vehicle clearly ran the red light. 

Red-light runners can expect to receive a $158 
fine in the mail once the police department deter¬ 
mines that they did indeed commit a violation. 








TPD Bids Two Distinguished Majors Farewell 



Major Russell Marcotrigiano 

Major Russell Marcotrigiano may have retired as the 
Commander of the Criminal Investigations Division in 
September, but he's still a member of the TPD family. 
Now, he is serving in the recently expanded Training 
Unit where he became an instructor more than 20 years 
ago. The unit will benefit from Major Marcotrigiano's 
expertise in training and response to large-scale events. 
He served as Commander of the Mass Incident 
Response Team (MIRT) for more than 10 years and as 
a member of the Tactical Response Team for nine years. 
His interest in training began early in his career. For 20 
years, he worked as an instructor of Defensive Tactics 
and Officer Survival for both the department and the 
police academy. 

During his distinguished career Major Marcotrigiano 
served in all three Patrol Districts, on the Quick Uniform 
Attack on Drugs Squad (QUAD), Street Anti-Crime Unit 
(SAC), Criminal Intelligence Bureau and was the captain 
over Support Services. He also has served as a Field 
Training Officer. 



Major Sal Ruggiero 

Well before Major Sal Ruggiero became the 
Commander of District 1, he played a critical role in 
the District's impressive crime reduction track record. 

For more than eight years, District 1 has managed to 
reduce crime every month. It was only appropriate 
that Major Ruggiero finished his successful 30 years 
of service as the leader of District 1 where he spent 
most of his career. 

The recently retired major served 15 years in patrol 
and seven as a supervisor of the street-level drug squad 
known as QUAD. He also served in the plain-clothes 
unit called SAC, was a supervisor of the Firehouse Unit 
and a Field Training Officer. Major Ruggiero has also 
served on the City of Tampa's Human Rights Board. 

Major Ruggiero worked hard to build community 
partnerships that were key in reducing crime and 
improving the quality of life for Tampa's citizens. His 
daily interaction with neighborhood crime watch groups, 
community and business leaders and his officers have 
ensured South and West Tampa are safer communities. 
Tampa will feel his impact for years to come. 
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NEW MAJORS 


TPD Welcomes New Majors to Executive Staff 



Major Jill Kwiatkowski 

Major Jill Kwiatkowski will now lead District I in South 
and West Tampa where she began her 29-year career. 

As a lieutenant and captain, Kwiatkowski was very instru¬ 
mental in the impressive crime reduction achieved every 
year in that district. 

But, she is most proud of her impact on the Depart¬ 
ment's Field Training Officer Program. She has been an 
integral part of developing and implementing Tampa's 
training curriculum and overseeing the future officers of 
the Tampa Police Department. She has worked in every 
rank in the Field Training Program from officer, corporal, 
sergeant, lieutenant and captain. 

Major Kwiatkowski also developed the SoHo Policing 
Program where officers are designated along Howard 
Avenue to serve as liaisons to the businesses and resi¬ 
dents in the area. 

The 29-year veteran has worked in patrol in all three 
districts. She has also served as a Street Anti-Crime 
officer, DUI officer and an Internal Affairs detective. Major 
Kwiatkowski has a Bachelor's Degree in Criminal Justice 
from Western Connecticut State University. 



Major Kenneth Morman 

Major Kenneth Morman will oversee the Criminal 
Investigations Division, overseeing all homicide, sex 
crimes and family violence, criminal tracking, hit and run 
investigations, gangs and narcotics, advocating for victims' 
families and building connections in our community to 
solve high-profile crimes. After 29 years of conducting 
major investigations, he was a natural choice for this 
position. As a lieutenant and captain, Major Morman 
spearheaded some of the Department's largest and 
longest drug investigations, and most recently tasked his 
squads with dismantling the prescription drug diversion 
market by targeting illegal "pill mills." 

During his career, he has worked as a Narcotics 
Bureau detective and supervisor, a patrol officer and 
plain-clothes supervisor. 

The newly appointed major graduated with a Bache¬ 
lor of Arts in Criminal Justice from Saint Leo University. 

He is also a graduate of the Department of Justice Drug 
Enforcement Administration's Drug Unit Commander 
Academy. He also served in the United States Army. 
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— OPERATION - 

Summer Heat 



“We're going to arrest 
them and put them exactly 
where they belong... which 
is in jail. In our city, criminals 
deserve the justice that 
you're going to bring them." 

- Mayor Bob Buckhom 












May 
a Sa 


Everyone knows that summertime in Tampa can 
be hot, but Operation Summer Heat was a scorcher 
for those who thought they could escape the law. The 
Fugitive Apprehension Unit launched the operation 
to carry out Mayor Bob Buckhorn's goal to reduce the 
number of wanted violent felons in Tampa. The Mayor 
spoke with officers as they prepared to launch the 
operation. He wanted to ensure the frontline troops 
felt their Mayor's support as they tracked down Tampa's 
most dangerous criminals. "There are dozens of folks 
today lying in their beds who have visions of their next 
victims dancing in their heads. Guess what? It's game 
over! Those days are done! We're going to arrest them 
and put them exactly where they belong... which is in 
jail. In our city, criminals deserve the justice that you're 
going to bring them." He even threw on a tactical vest 
so he could stand side-by-side with the officers executing 
arrest warrants on some of the most dangerous and 
prolific criminals known to Tampa Police. 

U.S. Marshal, Bill Berger, deputized more than 20 
Tampa officers to expand their jurisdictional boundaries. 
The U.S. Marshals also activated fugitive task forces across 
the U.S., where Tampa suspects were eluding capture. 

In just four days officers arrested 156 felons and cleared 
almost 200 warrants. The long arm of the U.S. Marshal 
brought justice to suspects in five other states. The 
Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office also played a critical 
role in Operation Summer Heat that tracked down 
suspects for everything from false imprisonment to 
murder. This does not mean it's a cooling off period for 
TPD. The detectives of each police district will continue 
to heat things up for those remaining wanted felons 
who have warrants. Operation Summer Heat proved 
Tampa's new Mayor and the police department do not 
view any crime as a "cold" case. 
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Race to Remember — By Andrea Davis 


Gone but not forgotten was more 
than just a phrase at this year's memorial 
event. Over 2,000 runners proved that 
Tampa will never forget the police officers 
who lost their lives keeping the community 
safe. And as the horn blew and the run¬ 
ners took off, many remembered why they 
were there... including Cindy Roberts, who 
lost her husband, Corporal Mike Roberts, 
in the line of duty. 

"I know that everyone runs for their 
own reasons, but for the survivors, we 
think that maybe they are doing it a little 
for us, at least we hope, and we are just 
eternally grateful. It's phenomenal to know 
that the community cares this much to get 
up early on a Saturday morning to do this." 

While he's participated many years 
as a member of the community, Mayor 
Bob Buckhorn's first memorial run as the 
leader of our city has a different meaning. 


"I look at the men and women of 
TPD as my troops, I feel like the father — 

I feel like I have an obligation to get them 
home every night to their families. And 
so for me to be out here to do my small 
part, to keep alive, not only the memories 
of the officers that we've lost, but to 
remind people every day what a difficult 
job they have." 

Thirty-one officers wore royal blue 
shirts memorializing those lost in the line 
of duty. Each of the officers also wore a 
black band around their arm with one 
of the fallen officer's names and the date 
they were killed. As the runners crossed 
the finish line, they passed by 31 flags — 
one for each officer who died in the line 
of duty. It may be the end of the race, but 
it's just the beginning of TPD's commit¬ 
ment to honor these men and women. 



TPD Officers Dan College and John 
Twining led the 5k race at their military 
base in Kuwait at the same hour as 
Tampa's Annual Memorial run. The 
officers organized the run overseas 
because they wanted their TPD family 
to feel their support, even though they 
are thousands of miles away 
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An Honor One Year in the Making 

- By Andrea Davis 


District Three officers knew they 
wanted to do something to remem¬ 
ber Jeff and Dave. They put their 
heads together and came up with 
two projects - The Hallway of 
Heroes and a memorial garden. 

Dave and Jeff lost their lives 
keeping Tampa's citizens safe. On 
the one year anniversary of their 
deaths, the appreciation of their 
sacrifice was no less. After months 
of planning and work, on the bitter¬ 
sweet June night, Mayor Bob Buck- 
horn and Chief Jane Castor unveiled 
the Hallway of Heroes and thanked 


the dozens of volunteers and donors 
who made it all possible. Pavers 
line the hallway with Officers Kocab 
and Curtis' police badges. Illuminat¬ 
ed by a blue light, a glass door bears 
etchings of their badges and a mural 
lines the hallway, reminding each 
officer of our fallen heroes. 

Four months later, the two part 
project commenced with the District 
3 Memorial Garden. The lush land¬ 
scaping, monuments sitting in blue 
glass and benches, create a park-like 
setting for private reflection. 

Over 100 volunteers participat¬ 


ed in the dedication on October 22. 
Each volunteer grabbed a shovel, 
some plants and worked together 
for the finishing touches. 

Each element of this project 
was strategically placed. As officers 
pull into the District, they will drive 
past the garden. Once they park 
and walk into the building, they 
will enter through the Hallway of 
Heroes. Remembering and never 
letting Jeff and Dave's memory 
die. Detective Anna Richardson 
and Officer Sean Mahabir spear¬ 
headed these projects. 








Highway 
Renamed to 
Honor Fallen 
Officers 

With State lawmakers 
and family and friends 
present, 50th Street from 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard to East 21st 
Avenue was renamed the 
Officer Jeffrey Kocab and 
Officer David L. Curtis 
Memorial Highway. 

Senator Jack Latvala 
and Representative Jim 
Frishe sponsored the bill 
to rename the portion of 
50th Street in honor of the 
two slain officers. Senator 
Arthenia Joyner helped 
get the legislation passed. 



Councilman Mike Suarez, Representative Larry Ahern, Representative Betty Reed, Representative Jim Boyd, Senator 
Arthenia Joyner, Senator Jack Latvala, Senator Jim Norman, Representative Jim Frishe, Representative James Grant 
and Councilman Frank Reddick stood with Jeff and Dave's families to unveil the newly named highway 
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Honoring the 911 Heroes - By Eddy Durkin 


September 11th - Still fresh in the minds of many, the heroes of the 
present and future joined with city leaders of today to pay tribute and honor 
the fallen heroes one decade after America's darkest day. The different ways 
people chose to reflect were as varied as the heroes who represent the 
best of America. Memorials were held at the Tampa Fire Fighter's Museum, 
the installation of the 9/11 World Trade Center artifact at Patriot's Corner, the 
wreath laying ceremony of remembrance at Joe Chillura Courthouse Square, 
and the special faith-based services. Each observance honored the fallen, 
symbolized the importance of the day and reflected the diversity of a commu¬ 
nity coming together. 




















Operation Rainmaker 
Uncovers More than 130 
Million Dollars in Tax Fraud 

- By Laura McElroy 




Justice rained down on 49 fraud sus¬ 
pects during Operation Rainmaker. The five- 
month long investigation culminated in 
September with the execution of six search 
warrants and the seizure of five million 
in stolen tax dollars, luxury cars and other 
high-dollar assets. When investigators discov¬ 
ered the widespread fraud last year, they 
formed an impressive task force that would 
become the first in the nation to combat 
the pervasive tax scam. Tampa Police officers 
joined forces with the U.S. Secret Service, 
Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office, U.S 
Postal Inspection Services, State Attorney's 
Office, United States Attorney's Office, Plant 
City Police Department and the Pasco County 
Sheriff's Office. This team broke new ground 
as it overcame multiple legal obstacles to 
arrest and prosecute these tax fraud suspects. 
The restrictive tax laws designed to protect 
citizens actually protected the suspects. The 
law doesn't allow the IRS to share tax infor¬ 
mation with law enforcement or victims. As 
a result, not a single suspect is facing a tax 
fraud charge. Instead they are charged with 
identity theft and credit card fraud. 

Suspects steal identities, find personal 
information on the web or buy large volumes 
of stolen identities from suspects. Next, they 
file a false tax return. Often the illegal refund 
is sent to the suspects on a Green Dot Visa 
card. The U.S. Postal Inspector zeroed in on 
the large volume of fraudulent Green Dot 


cards coming through the mail service. In 
a six month period, agents seized more than 
20-thousand illegal Green Dot cards with 
a value of more than a million dollars. Yes, 
a million of your tax dollars! 

Green Dot estimates the fraud is costing 
Tampa taxpayers 15 million dollars every 
day and that doesn't begin to count illegal 
refunds deposited into a suspect's bank 
account or fraudulent treasury checks. That's 
where the expertise of the U.S. Secret Service 
becomes critical. They targeted the illegal 
businesses that laundered those illegal refund 
checks. More indictments are expected. 

Sheriff David Gee and Police Chief Jane 
Castor are calling for changes in the system 
to stop this type of fraud that is taking hard 
earned tax dollars out of your pockets. 

Senator Bill Nelson, Congresswoman Kathy 
Castor and Congressman Richard Nugent 
have reached out to the Tampa Police 
Department as they work on new laws to 
stop this fraud that is undoubtedly epidemic 
throughout the United States. Since the 
launch of Operation Rainmaker, dozens of 
law enforcement agencies across the State 
of Florida have called or visited the Tax 
Task Force to learn how they can combat 
this widespread fraud as well. Operation 
Rainmaker is just the beginning. Tampa's 
team of experts will continue working togeth¬ 
er to get your tax dollars back and stop this 
rampant fraud. 





















K-9 Chesney and 
Officer Flannigan are 
Rockin' Tampa's Streets 

- By Andrea Davis 

When you think of country 
superstar Kenny Chesney's music, 
you think of flip-flops and sipping 
on a cool drink by the beach. The 
laid back lifestyle is what we are all 
looking for, but for K9 Chesney and 
his handler Officer Ryan Flannigan, 
the laid back lifestyle is only for 
their days off. Chesney is a patrol 
and bomb K-9 and with just a few 
short months on the streets, he's 
already proving he's a top dog. His 
biggest catch so far was tracking a 
violent home invasion suspect. 
Chesney also uses his nose for his 
second job as a bomb dog. He 
makes sure the fans at Buccaneer 
football games are safe and even 
checked things out for the Florida 
Governor. But don't let his friends 
in high places fool you; it's all in a 
"dog" day's work. 


Officer Ryan Flannigan and K-9 Chesney 


As a new K-9 handler, Officer Brit 
Martinez is jumping in with all 10 legs. 
Her current K-9 partner Riley, a young 
bloodhound in training, welcomed 
a second dog into the pack. Karma, 
a 14-month-old German Shepherd 
will split patrol time with Riley. Riley 
will search for missing children and 
Alzheimer's patients and Karma will 
track down the bad guys and search 
for bombs. 


TPD thanks Philanthropist Helen Rosburg and Columbia Restaurant MPO Jim Houston and Titus 
owner Richard Gonzmart for their generous contribution. 


TPD K-9 Unit Receives Generous Donation -ByAndrea Davis 


It's an exciting time for the K-9 unit. After 
three officers and nine dogs retired, there's 
plenty of new blood, both two-legged and four¬ 
legged. Over the past year, it's been busy 
showing 13 new dogs and four new handlers 
the crime fighting ropes. Each dog and handler 
goes through 640 hours training before they 
even go on to their specialty training. 

Philanthropist Helen Rosburg and Columbia 


Restaurant owner Richard Gonzmart and their 
families donated three German Shepherds to 
TPD's K-9 unit. Titus and Indo will hit the streets 
soon with MPO Jim Houston and Officer Tim 
Bergman. Tampa Police Chief Jane Castor and 
K-9 officers met the dogs and Chief Castor 
thanked the generous donors. As dog lovers, 
Helen and Richard see how valuable these sharp 
toothed officers are in keeping the streets safe. 


Officer Tim Bergman 
and Indo. You may 
not recognize Officer 
Bergman in the next 
few months. Indo has 
proven to be Officer 
Bergman's greatest 
weight loss tool. 
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Tampa Police Department Hosts its 1 st Annual Hispanic Community Luncheon 



encourage guests to openly ask questions 
and share their ideas with TPD. 

This event would not have been com¬ 
plete without the delicious Hispanic food 
prepared by Juan and Amy Santallana, the 
owners of Amarilly's Sandwiches and More 
located here in Tampa. In addition to the 
wonderful food provided to the guests, 
several great door prizes were raffled off 
to include a luxury one-night stay at the 
Double Tree hotel in Tampa. Thank you 
to all of our sponsors who made this event 
a huge success: Sweetbay Supermarket, 
Publix Supermarket, Home Depot, Florida 
Bakery in Tampa, Polio Tropical, The Ranch 
House Grill, Village Inn, Kmart, Sam's Club, 
Miguel's Mexican Restaurant and Garden 
of Eat'n in Tampa. 


m 


- By Officer Irene Thomas 


More than 60 members from the 
Hispanic community joined TPD for its 
1st Annual Hispanic Community Lunch¬ 
eon. The event focused on educating the 
Hispanic community and those who work 
closely with Hispanics on the services 
available to them by the TPD. Guest 
speakers Mayor Bob Buckhorn and Chief 
Jane Castor covered a wide-range of 
topics to include the availability of the 
new Hispanic Liaison, Officer Irene 
Thomas, how to report suspicious activity 
and file reports; and, they addressed 

concerns and misconcep¬ 
tions about deportation 
from the guests. The 
luncheon provided a 
casual atmosphere to 



Citizens Academy 

The Fall 2011 Citizens 
Academy kicked off with a 
bang. This season's "recruits" 
learned what it's like to be 
in a high-speed pursuit and 
got a "shocking" taser lesson. 
They also experienced a 
shoot or not shoot scenario 
from an officer's viewpoint. 

If you'd like to participate in 
the next Citizens Academy, 
call 242-5406. 
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Mayor Buckhorn tested out the new wheels. 


Community Partners Invest 
in Police Patrol Bike 

- By Janelle McGregor 

Officer Sean Mahabir pushes two pedals to the 
metal when he's responding to calls in Ybor 
City on his brand new patrol bike. The Ybor 
City Hampton Inn and GaYbor District 
Coalition pooled their resources together to 
donate the $1,700 Trek to the police department. 
The state-of-the-art bike is specially outfitted with 
a high-tech brake system that allows Mahabir to 
quickly maneuver through 7th Avenue traffic and 
all of the neighborhood's nooks and crannies 
safely. It also makes Mahabir more approachable 
to the business owners and residents who call 
Ybor City home. 



Borrell Park was one of 21 locations where police and residents stood united against 
crime. 


National Night Out 

- By Janelle McGregor 

They came, they saw, they conquered. Crime 
that is! Nearly 100 residents from the V.M. 

Ybor Community joined forces with Tampa 
Police officers to overthrow crime in their 
neighborhood. It was all part of the annual 
National Night Out campaign, which encourages 
residents and businesses all over the country 
to partner with their local cops. This year, an 
even greater number of citizens came out to 
show their appreciation of Tampa Police officers. 
This increase in community involvement sends 
a clear message to criminals that law-abiding 
residents are fighting back. 



Tampa Coca Cola Operations Manager Lisa Ridley (standing far right) stood next to 
RICH House Coordinator Officer Debbie Boles holding one of the donation checks. 
District Two Major John Newman and Captain Diane Hobley-Burney (both seated) 
also attended the check presentation. 


Coca-Cola Makes Refreshing 
Donation to Police Safe Haven 
for Kids 

- By Janelle McGregor 

The Tampa Police Department's safe haven for 
kids, also known as the RICH House, received 
a $5,300 donation thanks to Coca-Cola. The 
local center competed against other Coca-Cola 
Customer Care Centers for one of the company's 
community grant awards. They landed the award 
for their work and commitment to helping the 
disadvantaged children whom the RICH House 
serves. The police department will use the dona¬ 
tion to make improvements to the RICH House 
and help provide holiday assistance to needy 
families this year. 
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is a Lesson for 
High School Kids 

- By Andrea Davis 


Dozens of Robinson 
High School students 
experienced first hand how 
alcohol can impair their judgment. 

DU I Officer Junior Barbosa visited the school 
with DU I goggles and TPD's new DU I education car. 

The teenagers sported the "beer goggles" to give them a 
better understanding on how their judgment is impaired at different 
levels of intoxication. They literally walked the line in part of the standard 
field sobriety test. Some of the kids had trouble, but say the experience was 
a huge wake up call. 

Officers also debuted a new DU I Lexus that was seized from a drunk driver. TPD's new luxury wheels will serve as a rolling billboard 
on the consequences of drinking and driving. The students checked out the car and learned about the man who was arrested for his 
5th DUI before losing his car and earning some jail time. 

Thanks to 13 Ugly Men for their generous donation that helped make the DUI education car possible. 
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Congratulations to TPD's Memorial Committee Scholarship recipients. The Memorial Committee and Chief Castor 
honored the recipients at a ceremony. Good luck to all of the winners as they continue their college education. 



Janelle Allen daughter of Sergeant Garrett Allen, Rhett Goodman son of Lieutenant David Goodman, Ryanne Rosier daughter of Phylis Rosier, 
Forensic Investigation Unit, Andrew Touchton son of MPO Jonathon Touchton, Leah Mumford daughter of Sergeant Paul Mumford, Jessica 
Sawicki daughter of Lieutenant Craig Sawicki, Stephen Verble son of Corporal James Verble, Micki Lovering daughter of Captain Robert Lovering, 
Breanna McCaughey daughter of Detective Skyp McCaughey, Lena Cray daughter of Sergeant PJ. Gray 




...and "Mare! 


www. m wsphoto. com 
813/361-2407 
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Fool and His Fake Money are Soon Parted - By officer Sarah small 


A tipster and police gave a suspect 
running a counterfeit money ring, a run for 
his money. 

ROC Squad 231 received the informa¬ 
tion from the tipster about someone selling 
counterfeit bills from his home. The squad 
immediately began to follow up on the 
lead. Working with police, the confidential 
informant paid $30 for $300 worth of fake 
bills. The officers waited nearby while the 
purchase was made. Once the confidential 
informant reported back to the officers, 
they jumped into action. Over the next 
three weeks, they continued to build their 
case, collect more evidence and work 
with Secret Service agents. After obtaining 
a search warrant for the "money maker," 
the Tactical Response Team and ROC 
officers served the warrant and arrested 
the suspect. 

During the search warrant, Officers 
Casey Gonzalez, Rob LaRose and Chris 
Cundiff seized thousands of dollars in 
counterfeit bills, stolen laptops, the money 
printing equipment and paper used to 
print the money. 



Officer Casey Gonzales and Officer Robert LaRose show off the seized items. 


Case closed - he won't be raking in any more money where he's going. 


Versadex Users Conference 



- By Eddy Durkin 


After two years of planning, The 
Tampa Police Department proudly hosted 
law enforcement professionals from all 
over North America for a three-day confer¬ 
ence. Our committee, led by Shar Ishee, 
worked tirelessly to make Tampa shine as 
visitors from as far away as Vancouver, B.C. 
and as close as the Hillsborough County 
Sheriffs Office made their way to our city. 
The conference provides Versadex Users 
with training, brainstorming and network 
opportunities. Versaterm is the provider of 
our CAD, RMS and mobile police applica¬ 
tions. Having the opportunity to make the 
product better with input from other law 
enforcement agencies is an invaluable 
exercise every year. Our theme, Discover 
No Limits, was highlighted throughout the 
conference as other agencies shared ideas 
on how to do more with less, utilizing 
technology and innovative ideas. Chief 
Castor, Chiefs Bennett and Hamlin, Detec¬ 
tives Yolanda Cox and Sharon Robinson 
and Investigative Aide Gretchen Brack 
participated in the conference teaching 
about their successes with Versadex. 
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Captain Mike Baumaister 

Captain Mike Baumaister serves as the supervisor of the Criminal Intelligence Bureau, 
overseeing the department's sensitive information on criminal investigations which will 
be critical during the Republican National Convention. During his 15-year career, he has 
worked as a patrol lieutenant in District II, supervisor in Internal Affairs, Family Violence 
and Sex Crimes, a patrol supervisor of a top producing Downtown squad and oversaw 
crime analysis. 

On the streets, he worked as a COP officer and was part of the then newly developed 
New Tampa squad. As the department was developing a new focus on crime analysis 
to reduce crime, Officer Mike Baumauister played a critical role in developing the team 
of analysts. He was soon promoted to Corporal and continued to supervise and expand 
that unit. He put together a Tactical Crime Analysis team and was tasked with hiring, 
training and developing real-time information reports for the districts to further reduce 
crime. Now, crime analysis is a vital part of the department's crime reduction success. 



Captain David Goodman 

Captain David Goodman will lead the Strategic Investigations Bureau overseeing the 
department's major drug and gang investigations. 

With his combined 28-years of law enforcement experience between the Tampa Police 
Department and Scarborough Maine Police Department, Captain Goodman has a diverse 
background. Most recently, Goodman served as a ROC Lieutenant reducing crime in North 
Tampa. He also managed the Field Training Officer Evaluation Program in his district. As 
a sergeant, Goodman developed the Department's first Economic Crimes Unit. He also 
served as a sergeant over the School Resource Officers in Middle and High Schools. He 
has served in all three patrol districts as a detective, Field Training Officer, Child Abuse and 
Domestic Violence Investigator. 

Captain Goodman earned a Master of Science Degree in Justice Administration from 
Norwich University in Vermont and a Bachelor's Degree in Criminal Justice from University 
of Southern Maine. 



Captain Charles Courtoy 

Captain Charles Courtoy will work to reduce crime by overseeing patrol operations in 
District One where he has spent half of his 23-year career. 

Florida's Attorney General recently selected Captain Courtoy to serve on the Criminal 
Justice Standards and Training Commission. In this prestigious role, he is one of 19 law 
enforcement professionals overseeing the credentials of all corrections and law enforcement 
officers in the State of Florida. Captain Courtoy was also one of Tampa's first Community 
Oriented Police officers in West Tampa. 

Courtoy has dedicated his career to fighting crime as a patrol officer, Field Training 
Officer, and as a sergeant over Quick Uniform Attack on Drugs (QUAD), patrol and the Field 
Training Program. Most recently he served as a lieutenant over the Rapid Offender Control 
(ROC) Squad. 

Captain Courtoy has a Master of Science Degree from Troy State University in Public 
Administration and a Bachelor's Degree from Maryville College in Political Science. 


O 
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PROMOTIONS 


Tampa Police Promotions, July 1 st, 2011 



Sergeants: Sergeant Michael Hutner and Sergeant Jeff McGrath 



Corporals/Detectives: Corporal Richard Morea, Detective Lisa Parashis, Detective Kim Jones, Detective Talley Cooks, Detective Patrick 
Messmer, Corporal Colin McCoy 

Also Promoted: Richard Parsons, Communications Supervisor I, Ve'Etta Bess, Communications Training Officer 
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"On Duty with the 
Tampa Police Department" 

"On Duty" airs Sundays at 8 p.m., 
Tuesdays at 5 p.m., 
Wednesdays at 3 p.m. and 
Fridays at 10:30 a.m. 

City of Tampa Television is 
Channel 15 on the Verizon FiOS 
system and Channel 615 
on Bright House Networks. 


DEPARTMENT AWARDS 


Employee Of The Month 



June 2011 
Robert Finneran 


A typical day at the Communication 
Center quickly went from calm to chaos 
for Dispatcher Robert "Finn" Finneran 
when he received a call that a business 
was being burglarized. As the suspects 
fled from the business, Finn kept all 
patrol, ROC, canine, and aviation units 
constantly apprised of the developing 
situation. Officers encountered the 
suspects as they were fleeing, and a 
vehicle pursuit initiated. The suspects 
bailed from the vehicle and the chase 
became a foot pursuit. Finn quickly took 
initiative in setting a perimeter, confining 
the suspects, and allowing the units 
to conduct an effective search. After a 
thirty-minute, in-depth hunt, Finn kept 
up with all unit locations, descriptions, 
updates, and possible suspect sightings. 
The event concluded with the successful 
apprehension of both suspects after a 
track by canine. Within minutes of both 
suspects being taken into custody, Finn 
received a priority one call for service 
and a separate event of a citizen report¬ 
ing gun fire. Both incidents were han¬ 
dled simultaneously. The priority call 
required rapid police response as a 
subject was armed with a knife and 
threatening another person. The primary 
patrol unit came in contact with that 
suspect, who was taken into custody 
without incident. During times such 
as these, a dispatcher must be able to 
handle many tasks simultaneously while 
keeping officer and citizen safety in 
mind. This hour of activity showcased 
Finn's ability to successfully handle 
multiple priority situations concurrently. 


Officer Of The Month 



June 2011 

Sergeant Mark Delage 

Sergeant Delage has been assigned 
as the Sergeant of the Personnel & Train¬ 
ing Section for approximately one year. 
He was also tasked with overseeing a 
large portion of the CALEA updates for 
the 2010 inspection. He identified prob¬ 
lems, streamlined much of the process 
and was able to arrange everything in 
proper order in time for the inspection. 

Aside from his daily tasks, Sergeant 
Delage has been involved in the Tampa 
Police Memorial Committee, Crime 
Stoppers, the Regional Suicide Preven¬ 
tion Steering Committee, March of 
Dimes, and the American Cancer Socie¬ 
ty. He always does what he can to help 
without seeking credit. Sergeant Delage 
has remained a member of the Critical 
Incident Stress Management Team. His 
duties associated with this assignment 
have been both on and off duty. He is 
currently the Tampa Bay Regional CISM 
President and the Tampa Police Liaison 
to the Region, State, National, and Inter¬ 
national Critical Incident Stress Founda¬ 
tion, MacDill AFB, the Mayor's office. 

His professionalism and commitment to 
this program is evident. During horrific 
events such as those that occurred this 
past year, he was implicitly entrusted 
by staff to be the liaison to devastated 
families. This support and commitment 
could never be measured in words, but 
those lives he has touched know his 
true importance. 


e 
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Employee Of The Month 



July 2011 
Ivan Reese 


Crime Scene Technician Ivan Reese 
rose to the occasion when he was asked 
to fill in for the Forensic Investigations 
Unit's evening supervisor. During this 
temporary two-month assignment, he 
kicked his productivity up a notch to 
ensure all aspects of this crucial and 
demanding job were met and that the 
shift continued to be a top producer in 
processing crime scenes. Ivan's ability to 
maintain this high level of productivity 
had a direct effect on the cases detectives 
were working hard to solve. 

When Ivan stepped in as the acting 
supervisor, he immediately adjusted his 
work schedule to ensure the shift was 
properly staffed and supervised at all 
times. Under his supervision, the evening 
crew continued to be the frontrunner in 
handling calls for service and all crime 
scene requests were completed in a 
timely fashion. Ivan's shift was also the 
top producer in processing fingerprint hits, 
which help detectives to place suspects 
at the scene of a crime. 

Ivan himself has gone out and 
processed 117 crime scenes this year. 
That is in addition to completing evalua¬ 
tions, running a shift, handling employee 
issues and administrative functions. It 
is without a doubt that the evening shift 
operated smoothly during the permanent 
supervisor's absence thanks to Ivan's 
great leadership abilities and strong 
work ethic. 


Officer Of The Month 



July 2011 

Officer Gary Felice 


Master Patrol Officer Gary Felice 
won't let the allure of retirement stop 
him from catching criminals. MPO Felice 
was instrumental in making arrests of 
several suspects involved in two major 
crime sprees and a sexual battery. 

While investigating a rash of auto 
burglaries at a downtown high-rise, MPO 
Felice decided to expand his investiga¬ 
tion to a nearby bar. As MPO Felice 
walked toward a vehicle in the bar's 
parking lot, the suspect got out of the 
car and ran. After a short foot pursuit, 
the suspect was arrested, all of the 
stolen property was recovered and 
detectives solved 17 other crimes in 
conjunction with this suspect. 

While responding to a call in Ybor 
City, MPO Felice heard a noise and 
when he looked behind a fence, he 
discovered a sexual battery in progress. 
The victim was initially reluctant to speak 
about the incident, but MPO Felice built 
a rapport with her and obtained valuable 
information to make an arrest. The 
suspect was on probation and had a 
previous conviction for sexual battery. 

MPO Felice was involved in the 
search for several robbery suspects. 
These same suspects were involved 
in other robberies. Once he found the 
suspects, who were trying to hide, they 
were no match for MPO Felice. He 
helped take them into custody and 
recovered some of the stolen property. 
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August 2011 
Sara Price 


Sara Price has been employed with 
the Tampa Police Department since 
August of 2004. She currently serves 
as an investigative assistant in District III. 
In 2010, Ms. Price was tasked with the 
additional responsibility of maintaining 
the District's juvenile offender manage¬ 
ment program. She replaced a longtime 
Detective who had pioneered the pro¬ 
gram. Investigator Price has continued 
this service at the same level of dili¬ 
gence and accuracy. 

Investigator Price is fully invested in 
the Tampa Police Department's philoso¬ 
phy of monitoring juvenile offenders 
to help accomplish its goal of reducing 
crime while improving the quality of 
life for our citizens. This positive attitude, 
coupled with her work ethic, profession¬ 
alism and proficiency, has been an 
incredible recipe for success in reducing 
juvenile crime. 

Investigator Price's other duties 
entail tracking misdemeanor assaults, 
processing requests for prosecution 
cases, warrants and direct file cases. 

She has effectively managed all of her 
assignments and caseload, while the 
number of juvenile offenders in need of 
tracking continues to grow. In addition to 
this heavy workload, Investigator Price 
still finds time to help train other investi¬ 
gators to conduct research, prepare bul¬ 
letins, photo-packs and other necessary 
latent functions. 

Investigator Price's service to District 
III and the Tampa Police Department is 
nothing less than exemplary. For these 
reasons, Investigator Price has been 
chosen as Employee of the Month for 
August 2011. 
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DEPARTMENT AWARDS 


Officer Of The Month 



August 2011 
Corporal Mark Altimari 

Corporal Mark Altimari's ability to 
end potentially violent situations peace¬ 
fully, and his keen sense of detail, 
helped close two domestic violence 
cases and a sexual battery investigation 
within a two-week period. Thanks to 
his exceptional investigative skills, these 
violent suspects were arrested before 
they had the opportunity to harm 
anyone else. 

On May 28, Altimari responded to 
help arrest a suspect wanted for felony 
domestic violence. Officers received 
information that individuals in the home 
were known to be armed. After several 
unsuccessful attempts to make contact 
with the residents, the suspect's aunt 
finally approached Altimari. He asked 
the woman to call the suspect so they 
could end the situation peacefully. She 
agreed and within minutes Altimari 
was able to successfully convince the 
suspect to exit the house and turn 
himself in to police custody. Two weeks 
later, Altimari arrested another domestic 
violence suspect who was exiting a 
female victim's apartment through a 
broken window. 

The next day, Altimari assisted with 
a Burglary/Sexual Battery investigation. 
He started digging for clues in the alley- 
way near the home and came across 
a clean paycheck stub next to a trash 
can. The item caught his eye because 
everything else around the garbage was 
weathered and dirty. This small piece 
of information was ultimately the key 
to identifying and arresting the suspect. 


Employee Of The Month 





September 2011 
Krystine Gilley 

Since her assignment as an Inventory 
Specialist, Krystine Gilley has wasted 
no time in taking ownership of her 
new responsibilities. She has worked 
hard in streamlining processes; for exam¬ 
ple: The turn around process for supply 
requests has been reduced from weeks 
to two days. She has conducted exten¬ 
sive research in finding the best products 
at the best price, rather than keeping 
with the status quo. She reorganized the 
supply area to a method that not only 
saved space, but made the retrieval of 
supply items more efficient for items 
that are dispensed regularly. 

Another important achievement 
was the designation of a single point- 
of-contact for each division and a new 
form that allowed supply to better 
track resources and reduce waste. 
Superfluous items, such as dish soap, 
Lysol and other janitorial supplies were 
discontinued as we have a contract 
cleaning service. Perishable items are 
now purchased on a needs basis, 
rather than storing supplies that have 
a percentage of waste. 

Krystine is a dependable, profession¬ 
al employee who is always willing to 
help others in accomplishing the depart¬ 
ment's mission. Her pleasant demeanor 
is infectious and aids in maintaining area 
morale. She is currently working on an 
Efficiency and Effectiveness Task Force 
(EETF) initiative to reduce paper forms 
and has eliminated or merged twenty 
forms to date. She was an integral part 
in the 10% reduction of the Facility & 
Supply budget. 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



September 2011 
Sergeant Richard O'Connor 

Fugitives can run, but they can't 
hide from Sergeant Richard O'Connor's 
ability to track them down. The Fugitive 
Apprehension Unit sergeant was recent¬ 
ly the mastermind behind "Operation 
Summer Heat," a warrant round up 
focused on clearing hundreds of out¬ 
standing warrants that were issued 
for crimes committed in the city. This 
initiative played a huge role in the 
department's continuing efforts of 
reducing crime in the city of Tampa. 

The two-day operation was a 
huge success thanks to O'Connor's 
strong leadership and coordination 
skills. Under his direction, 156 felons 
were arrested resulting in 186 warrants 
cleared. The arrests included but were 
not limited to: Attempted Murder, 
Robbery, Felony Battery, Armed Rob¬ 
bery, False Imprisonment, Deriving 
Proceeds from Prostitution, Compelling 
an Individual to become a Prostitute, 
Trafficking in Oxycodone and other 
felony drug charges. 

From the minute O'Connor 
stepped foot into the Fugitive Appre¬ 
hension Unit, he has gone above and 
beyond to develop an outstanding 
team of officers and maintain a positive 
working relationship with the United 
States Marshals Service. He helped 
mold the two groups in to one force 
that has made over 770 arrests since 
the unit formed in 2009. Approximate¬ 
ly 60% of those arrests were Tampa 
Police Department cases and most of 
them involved violence and drugs, so 
the streets are no doubt safer without 
those criminals on the loose. 
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Retiring Officers/Civilians 


Gary Balkcom 
Detective 
22 years 

Mark Dinsmore 
Detective 

29 years 

Henry Duran 
Detective 

30 years 

Tara Edwards 
Officer 

21 years 

Greg Hattie 
Officer 
16 years 

Ivan Haylock 
Community 
Service Officer 
7 years 

Todd Lunge 
Corporal 

22 years 




Jose Feliciano 
Detective 
25 years 



Peter Magnani 
Officer 
8 years 



Robert Nicholson 
Officer 
25 years 



Jill Ramsten John Reilly Daniel Rodenbach 

Captain Officer Officer 

24 years 24 years 29 year 




Christopher Velar Harriet Watkins 
Sergeant Detective 

30 years 25 years 


Mark McGowan 

Dale Osada 

Michael Palmieri Jose Penichet 

Richard Politano 

Mark Sutkoff 

Steve Thurman 

Patrick Warren 

David Watt 

Officer 

Detective 

Lieutenant 

Sergeant 

Officer 

Detective 

Detective 

Officer 

Corporal 

24 years 

30 years 

30 years 

30 years 

21 years 

24 years 

30 years 

12 years 

26 years 


New TPD Officers 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 



July 26, 2011: Front Row (L-R): Mayor Bob Buckhorn, James Lawless, Courtney Scott, Lourdes Santiago, Brian Ackerman, 

Troy Lung, Nicholas Baez, Alicia Brooks and Chief Jane Castor 

2nd Row (L-R): Michael Drayton, Brian Pyle, Ryan Reilly, Joseph Aduddell, Daniel Ford, Douglass Bailey, Jerrold Rego 

and Jimmy Grimsley 

Back Row (L-R): Daniel Hill, Christopher Madden, William Pukylo, Michael Lange, Dimitri Angelakopoulos, Neil Fitzpatrick 

and Richard Fujimoto 
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The mission of the Tampa Police Department is to 
reduce crime and enhance the quality of life through 
a cooperative partnership with all citizens. 
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